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HONORING BOBBY WITHROW

HON. JOHN R. CARTER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to celebrate the work and service of
Bobby Withrow. His efforts on behalf of vet-
erans and those in need reflect the very best
of Texas values.

Since 2015, Bobby has coordinated and
managed over 50 benefits and fundraisers for
a host of community needs, ranging from sup-
porting veterans and cancer patients to assist-
ing those in their hour of need. For Bobby,
there’s no task too big or too small. Whether
it's supporting those who’ve served, feeding
thousands that are hungry, assisting non-prof-
its with fundraising, or rolling up his sleeves to
help families with home maintenance, Bobby’s
not afraid to take on the challenges of helping
others.

Public servants like Bobby Withrow make
Central Texas a place that residents are proud
to call home. | salute his efforts and am for-
ever grateful for his contributions to veterans
and those in need.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF THE FRANCIS
G. NEWLANDS MEMORIAL RE-
MOVAL ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, |
rise to introduce the Francis G. Newlands Me-
morial Removal Act, which would remove the
plaque and inscriptions bearing Francis G.
Newlands’ name from Chevy Chase Circle, a
federal park located both in the District of Co-
lumbia and Maryland. | am pleased Rep-
resentative JAMIE RASKIN of Maryland joins me
in introducing this bill. This bill is part of a se-
ries of statue and memorial removal bills | am
introducing during Black History Month.

Newlands was a U.S. senator from Nevada,
a conservationist and the founder of the
Chevy Chase Land Company, which devel-
oped the Chevy Chase neighborhood that
touches D.C. and Maryland. Newlands was
also a segregationist. He built Connecticut Av-
enue and ran a streetcar up the road to the
newly built Chevy Chase Lake. However,
homes on Connecticut Avenue were purposely
priced to keep working families out, and cov-
enants were later added to many of the prop-
erty deeds in Chevy Chase explicitly prohib-
iting the land from ever being owned by Afri-
can Americans or Jews. These covenants
have since been declared void.

Newlands went further to keep Black and
white Americans separate. In the late 1800s,
he and Senator William Stewart secured 2,000
acres of land for Rock Creek Park. Estab-

lishing this park not only increased property
values for landowners like Newlands and
Stewart, but also kept white communities dis-
tinct from emerging Black communities on
what they called the “wrong side of the park.”
Newlands’ racist views went even further. In
1912, he called for the repeal the 15th amend-
ment, which gave African American men the
right to vote.

The fountain was established in 1932 by
Congress. In 1990, the Chevy Chase Land
Company also added the plaque next to the
fountain. A resolution to remove Newlands’
name from the fountain was first introduced by
the D.C. Chevy Chase Advisory Neighborhood
Commission in 2014. On July 27, 2020, the
commission voted unanimously to ask the Na-
tional Park Service to remove the bronze
plaque bearing Newlands’ name and to begin
discussion on a new name for the fountain.
This bill would remove Newlands’ name from
the fountain and remove the plaque entirely.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this

bill.

————
INTRODUCTION OF THE ENDING
CORPORAL PUNISHMENT IN

SCHOOLS ACT OF 2021

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the Ending Corporal Pun-
ishment in Schools Act of 2021. Corporal pun-
ishment is a form of physical discipline where
adults deliberately inflict pain on children in
order to punish them. In schools, it typically in-
volves the spanking or paddling of children by
school officials.

Corporal punishment is harmful to long term
child development. These practices are asso-
ciated with physical abuse and ineffective. We
as leaders should encourage our schools to
adopt effective discipline strategies that will be
supportive in reducing corporal punishment.

Schools must be a safe place where stu-
dents are protected from harm, so that our
children are able to thrive, grow, and learn. To
date, corporal punishment in school is banned
in 128 countries around the world. Sadly, 19
U.S. states still allow corporal punishments in
their schools. Over 160,000 children in these
states are subjected to corporal punishment in
schools each year. This is abhorrent and un-
acceptable.

To end this cruel practice, the Ending Cor-
poral Punishment in Schools Act of 2021
would prohibit any educational institution from
receiving federal funding that allows school
personnel to inflict corporal punishment on
students and creates a new grant program to
encourage improvements in school climate by
promoting positive behaviors.

Madam Speaker, our schools must be a
safe space for American children to learn. |
urge my colleagues to join me in supporting

this critically important bill, and hope to see its
swift passage in the near future.

RECOGNIZING LINDA DAVIS

HON. YVETTE HERRELL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to acknowledge this year's winner of the
New Mexico Cattle Growers Association’s
Green from the Ground Up award, Linda
Davis. The Cattle Growers Association awards
this to individuals who display a lifetime of
service to an in-sync ecosystem of land,
water, wildlife, and livestock.

Linda and her husband Les have spent a
lifetime tending to cattle on the Tequesquite
and CS Ranch in New Mexico. Ranching has
always been in her blood. Her great-grand-
father established the Tequesquite Ranch in
Albert, New Mexico in 1878, and she con-
tinues that legacy for future generations. Linda
also remains active in her community, where
she serves with the Cimarron Volunteer Am-
bulance Service as an Emergency Medical
Technician.

This is not the first time Linda has been
honored for her service. In 2000, she and her
husband were inducted into the Hall of Great
Westerners at the National Cowboy and West-
ern Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City, Okla-
homa. Additionally, she has received recogni-
tion from the Cattleman’s Beef Board, the
Beef Promotion Operating Committee, the
American National Cattle Women organization,
The New Mexico Cattle Growers Association,
and the New Mexico Beef Council. These rec-
ognitions are a testament to her hard work
and leadership, and | congratulate her on this
most recent award.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. RICHARD
FRANKLIN SHEPPARD

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Mr. Richard Franklin
Sheppard, affectionately known as “Dick,”
who passed away on February 12, 2021.

Mr. Richard “Dick” Franklin Sheppard, born
June 24, 1936, moved with his family from
Oklahoma to California’s Central Valley in the
early 1930s. Living near Farmersville, Dick
began working in the fields around the age of
seven. He later began a career in broad-
casting at KRDU Radio Station while attending
high school in Dinuba.

Dick managed several radio stations
throughout California during his career, return-
ing to the Central Valley as the general sales
manager of KIOY FM/KRDU AM in the 1990s
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before joining the local Sanger newspaper as
editor. He remained as editor for the Sanger
Herald until his retirement in 2019. Dick also
served his country in the U.S. Army Security
Agency and the U.S. Navy Reserve in Dinuba.
He enjoyed spending time with fellow veterans
at the Sanger Post 7168 Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the Sanger Post 98 AMVETS.

Renowned for his volunteer work and com-
munity involvement, Dick’s legacy will not
soon be forgotten. He organized an annual
golf tournament fundraiser as a Golden Valley
Girl Scout Council Board Member, conducted
career preparation seminars for Workforce
Connection, and served as a Family Self Suffi-
ciency Board Member to help struggling fami-
lies achieve economic independence. Dick
was involved in several other organizations
serving the Sanger and Fresno area commu-
nities: the Kiwanis Club of Dinuba, the Down-
town Kiwanis Club of Fresno, the Rotary Club
of the Fresno Airport, the Rotary Club in San-
ger, the Sanger Unified School District Classi-
fied Employees Personnel Commission, the
Sanger High School Athletic Hall of Fame
Committee, the Sanger Veterans Parade
Committee, and the Fresno Radio Advisory
Committee.

Dick was awarded several recognitions dur-
ing his lifetime including the American Legion
Medal for Character, the Sanger Chamber of
Commerce Hall of Fame, the Gold Seal award
for community service presented by the San-
ger Chamber of Commerce, and several jour-
nalism awards. Beloved by the Sanger com-
munity, Dick was also honored as the Grand
Marshal for both the Sanger Veterans Parade
and Sanger Christmas Parade in 2019.

Dick is survived by his wife Nadine; their
children Mark, Cassandra and her husband
Jack, and Christopher and his wife Petra; and
stepson Michael and his wife Jessica. Dick is
also survived by nine grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in honoring the life of Mr. Richard
“Dick” Franklin Sheppard. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family and friends during
this difficult time.

————

CHIEF GREEN 1 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

HON. ANTHONY G. BROWN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. BROWN. Madam Speaker, | rise in rec-
ognition of the one-year anniversary of Chief
Tiffany Green, Chief of Prince George’s Coun-
ty Fire/Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Department. In November 2018, County Exec-
utive Angela Alsobrooks made history as the
first African American woman elected to lead
a county government in Maryland. Upon
Prince George’s County’s Fire Chief Benjamin
Barksdale’s announced retirement, County Ex-
ecutive Alsobrooks appointed Chief Green
who became the First African American
Woman to lead a fire department in the history
of the State of Maryland and only the 9th Afri-
can American Woman to hold the position of
fire chief in the United States of America. She
inherited a department with a call volume of
152,000, a total of 638 pieces of apparatus
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(including command and support vehicles)
with 266 specifically outfitted for fire suppres-
sion, rescue, or emergency transport.

Tiffany D. Green, a native Prince Georgian,
began her career as a firefighter with the
Prince George’s County Fire/EMS Department
in March of 1999, after serving as a volunteer
for the Oxon Hill Volunteer Fire Department
for four years. As an almost 26-year fire serv-
ices veteran, Tiffany holds dual bachelor’s de-
grees in Public Safety and Biology and a mas-
ter's degree in Emergency and Disaster Man-
agement. Climbing up the ranks, she has
served in the following capacities prior to her
role as a Command Staff member: Firefighter,
Paramedic, Station Commander, Executive
Assistant to the Deputy Chief Administrative
Officer for Public Safety, Chief of Staff for the
Director of Homeland Security, Special Events
Coordinator and Stadium Commander for Fed
Ex field.

As Deputy Fire Chief she was responsible
for Human Resources, Fiscal Affairs, Informa-
tion Management, Risk Management and the
Office of Service Excellence, Accreditation &
Research. As Director of the Prince George’s
County Fire/EMS Training and Leadership
Academy, her primary responsibilities were
training and professional development for over
900 sworn personnel and 1,200 volunteer
members of the department. She also man-
aged the High School Fire Science (Cadet)
Program, a program for high school students
who are interested in working in the Fire Serv-
ices profession.

On January 15, 2020, Chief Green’s nomi-
nation was unanimously approved following a
review of her exemplary over 20 years of serv-
ice, her impressive record and support from
many public safety and government officials.

Chief Green made history as Prince
George’s County’s first woman, first dual fire
fighter/paramedic and youngest fire chief.
County Executive Alsobrooks, in her nomina-
tion, made sure to emphasize Green’s wealth
of experience and high ranking on each and
every promotional exam—the lieutenant’s test,
the captain’s exam, and battalion chief’s
exam. According to County Executive
Alsobrooks, Chief Green is far and away the
most qualified person to lead the Prince
George’s County Fire/EMS Department at this
time.

According to Chief Green, her decision to
serve her community as a volunteer fire fighter
“changed the trajectory of [her] life.” She rec-
ognizes the women whose shoulders she is
standing on today. “Pioneers” like Maureen
Hennessy, Angela Peden and the late Carla
Blue who gave Chief Green their Keys to Suc-
cess. And, Chief Green has vowed to “lead
this department forward, to continue to be ac-
countable, professional and community-cen-
tered.”

Her leadership of the 1,062 Sworn and
1,500 volunteers has already proven to be a
success on a national level. The Congres-
sional Fire Services Institute and National Fall-
en Firefighters Foundation selected the Prince
George’s County Fire and Emergency Medical
Services Department as the combination fire
department recipient of the 2020 Senator Paul
S. Sarbanes Fire Service Safety Leadership
Award, named in honor of the late former
Maryland Senator Paul Sarbanes. The award
recognizes fire departments and organizations
for leadership in advancing firefighter health
and safety, who have developed important
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health and safety programs for their personnel
that are based on the 16 Firefighter Life Safe-
ty Initiatives established at the 2004 Tampa
Summit.

Congratulations to Chief Green on this mo-
mentous occasion, and much appreciation to
her husband Alfred, and daughter Talore, for
sharing her with Prince Georges County.

———

EFFORTS TO MODERNIZE AND
STRENGTHEN MULTIEMPLOYER
PENSION PLANS

HON. SHARICE DAVIDS

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. Madam Speaker,
I'd like to thank my colleague, Chairman RICH-
ARD NEAL for his tireless work on the Butch
Lewis Emergency Pension Plan Relief Act of
2021 and for providing retirement income se-
curity for pension recipients in endangered,
critical or critical and declining status multiem-
ployer pension plans.

In Kansas, thousands of retirees currently
receive pensions through the Central States
Plan and they face a crisis—a severe reduc-
tion in retirement income through no fault of
their own.

Without the direct relief provided in this leg-
islation, the Central States Pension Fund
would have become insolvent in 2026 and the
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation would
have to reduce 360,000 participants’ pensions
to pennies. This is unacceptable. As Chairman
NEAL is all too aware, many of the participants
of Central States are frontline workers who
have served our country tirelessly and fear-
lessly in the face of the pandemic.

The present structure of these plans is
unsustainable and in need of reform.

Without modernization of these plans and
addressing employer liabilities, | am con-
cerned that multiemployer pension plans and
their retirees will certainly face similar cir-
cumstances in the future and require addi-
tional federal funds. This much needed relief
to the plans is designed to forestall insolvency
leaving important work that must follow. | be-
lieve we must seize this opportunity to reform
these plans and take insolvency off the table.

| understand the Chairman is committed to
working with me to modernize and strengthen
multiemployer pension plans with the intent of
bringing a reform package to the floor in this
Congress. Could the Chairman confirm that is
the case?

———

EFFORTS TO MODERNIZE AND
STRENGTHEN MULTIEMPLOYER
PENSION PLANS

HON. RICHARD E. NFAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. NEAL. Madam Speaker, too many work-
ers in this nation reach retirement age without
the savings they need. The retirement crisis in
America is real and will only worsen unless we
make saving easier and do more to encourage
workers to begin planning for retirement ear-
lier. And that's why I've committed as the




February 23, 2021

Chairman of the Ways & Means Committee to
addressing this crisis.

For example, about 50 percent of American
workers work for an employer that does not
offer a retirement plan at work. To make a sig-
nificant dent in this coverage gap, it's critical
that we enact legislation that requires employ-
ers that don’t currently offer a retirement plan
to at a minimum provide their employees with
an auto IRA option.

I’'m also pleased that the American Rescue
Plan Act includes the Butch Lewis Emergency
Pension Plan Relief Act of 2021, which would
create a special financial assistance program
under which cash payments would be made
by the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation
to financially troubled multiemployer pension
plans to ensure that such plans can continue
paying retirees’ benefits for the next 30 years.

What we have here is a national emergency
that we need to address immediately. If Con-
gress doesn’t act, the multiemployer pension
system could collapse entirely, leaving retirees
in poverty, businesses in bankruptcy, and
communities in crisis.

Reform for both the multiemployer and sin-
gle employer retirement plan system is a pri-
ority for the Ways and Means committee and
we plan on addressing these issues this year.

| commit to working with Ms. DAVIDS on this
as we move forward.

———

RESOLUTION CONDEMNING ANTI-
ASIAN SENTIMENT AS RELATED
TO COVID-19

HON. GRACE MENG

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Ms. MENG. Madam Speaker, it has been
over a year since we have seen continued
COVID-19 related threats and attacks against
the Asian American and Pacific Islander com-
munity. As millions across our nation continue
to be impacted by the coronavirus, many con-
tinue to live in fear following the dramatic in-
crease of threats and attacks against those of
Asian descent. Recently, we have seen further
escalation of horrific incidences of elderly
AAPIs assaulted—resulting in even death.

Due to perpetuating anti-Asian rhetoric, mis-
information, racism, discrimination, and un-
founded blame for the spread of COVID-19,
there has been over 3,000 reported incidents
of anti-Asian hate crimes, including AAPIs
being threatened, harassed, or assaulted, or
having had their businesses vandalized. Just
recently, in my district of Flushing, New York,
a 52-year-old Asian woman was attacked and
forcefully shoved while waiting in line outside
of a bakery—resulting in her needing ten
stitches on her head. Additionally, a 61-year-
old Filipino man was viciously attacked and
slashed across his face on a New York City
subway.

It breaks my heart that, for over a year, in
the midst of the COVID—19 crisis, Asian Amer-
icans have been left fighting an additional
front—that of hate and bigotry.

That is why | am reintroducing my resolution
condemning all forms of anti-Asian sentiment
as related to COVID-19. This resolution de-
nounces the anti-Asian sentiment and recog-
nizes the safety and well-being of all Ameri-
cans during these unprecedented times.
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Madam Speaker, | was proud that in the last
Congress, the House passed this resolution
243 to 164. However, in light of the recent
dramatic increase of anti-Asian hate incidents
across our country, we must coalesce and
renew our efforts to condemn all manifesta-
tions of racism, xenophobia, discrimination,
and anti-Asian sentiment and scapegoating.
We must denounce any and all anti-Asian
sentiment of any form.

Madam Speaker, the House must remain
strong, and stand against the sickening intoler-
ance, bigotry, and violence that is leaving a
terrible stain on our nation’s history, especially
during this moment of an unprecedented pub-
lic health crisis. | urge my colleagues to join
me in this effort to keep all Americans safe.

HONORING GARY CREED

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. GRIFFITH. Madam Speaker, | rise in
honor of Gary Creed of Shawsville, Virginia,
who passed away on January 28, 2021 at the
age of 74. Gary was a member of the Mont-
gomery County Board of Supervisors for sev-
eral terms who worked hard for the people of
the county.

Gary was the son of Melvin Lewis and Ada
Mae Moore Creed. He was elected to the
Board of Supervisors in 2001 as the rep-
resentative of District C. He promoted the
Meadowbrook Montgomery-Floyd Regional Li-
brary and the Meadowbrook Community Cen-
ter, supported first responders, and success-
fully pushed to reduce the merchants capital
tax, a move that eased a burden on local busi-
nesses without depriving the county of rev-
enue. Gary served as Chairman of the Board
in 2004. He retired in 2017. In the town of
Elliston, part of District C, a park currently
under construction has been named after him
in honor of his service.

Gary was a longtime employee at the
Shelor Motor Mile auto dealership and had
also worked as an auctioneer and real estate
developer. He loved the sport of basketball
and coached Amateur Athletic Union girls bas-
ketball.

Gary is survived by his wife, Linda Creed;
son Tim Creed and wife Barbara; daughter
Niki Shumate and husband John; brothers
Wilford Creed and Clyde Creed; sister Eliza-
beth Brammer; granddaughters Bridgette
Bradley and husband James, Karalee
Boggess and husband Mark, Karli Shumate,
and Lauryn Shumate; and great-grandchildren
Jaxon, Jacob, Holt, Boone, and Allie. | offer
them my condolences on their loss. Our sys-
tem of government depends on citizens such
as Gary Creed, who take on the tasks of local
government in order to improve their commu-
nities.

——

RECOGNIZING DINA CHACON-
REITZEL

HON. YVETTE HERRELL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Ms. HERRELL. Madam Speaker, today |
rise to acknowledge this year’'s winner of the
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New Mexico Cattle Growers Association’s
King Service award, Dina Chacon-Reitzel.
This award is given to New Mexicans that
have exhibited long standing dedication to the
state’s agricultural industry and those who
work within it. Born into the agricultural life,
Dina grew up on a cattle ranch that has been
in her family for hundreds of years. She has
spent most of her career with the New Mexico
Beef Council, where she fought to protect the
cattle industry and pioneered implementations
of consumer information programs, as well as
additional research within the beef industry.

Dina’s advocacy spans from local entities,
where she is involved with the New Mexico 4—
H Foundation, all the way to the Federal gov-
ernment. She currently braves the Washington
bureaucracy to advocate for the New Mexico
State University College of ACES, where she
serves as a citizen advocate for the USDA
Council for Agricultural Research, Extension
and Teaching.

This is not the first time Dina’s efforts have
been recognized. As a chairwoman on the
New Mexico State University’s Board of Re-
gents she was awarded the New Mexico Out-
standing Leadership Award for significant
leadership towards agriculture. She was also
given the Friend of Extension Award and was
the recipient of the Distinguished Alumni
Award by the New Mexico State University.
She was also recognized by the New Mexico
Department of Agriculture with the Industry
Partner Award.

Dina have exhibited the upmost dedication
and leadership to the state of New Mexico and
its agricultural industry, and | congratulate her
on this award.

—

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF DR. MELVIN BANKS

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate and commemorate the life and
works of Dr. Melvin Banks, the founder of
Urban Ministries, Incorporated. A prodigious
soul, by the age of 12, Dr. Banks was already
spreading the word of the gospel throughout
his native state of Alabama, sharing stories of
the Bible with younger children. It was when
he was preaching in Birmingham that Dr.
Banks heard a verse from the Book of Hosea
that would change his life “My people are de-
stroyed for lack of knowledge.” Hearing this
verse caused Dr. Banks to even further dedi-
cate himself to spreading the gospel across
the country and the world.

Dr. Banks’ study of the Bible would take him
to Chicago’s Moody Bible Institute, where he
was one of the institution’s few Black students,
graduating in 1955. However, Dr. Banks’ edu-
cation as a Christian in Chicago would not
revolve solely around the classroom. At the
urging of a chapel speaker, Dr. Banks visited
a Brethren church on the city’s South Side.
This experience led him to the vital realization
that he didn’t need to diminish his blackness
to live the fullest Christian life that he could.
There, Dr. Banks would also meet and marry
Olive Perkins, who would remain his partner
throughout his life. He then continued his
theological education in the Chicagoland area
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at Wheaton College, earning a bachelor’s de-
gree in theology in 1958 and a master’s de-
gree in biblical studies in 1960.

When working for a Christian publishing
company after completing his degrees at
Wheaton College, Dr. Banks found that he
often struggled to sell the company’s Sunday
School curriculum to Black churches. The ma-
terial was written by white authors and told
solely from a white perspective. Black church-
es believed that their students may not be
able to relate to it. This realization led Dr.
Banks to a truly visionary idea: why not create
a Sunday School curriculum that would reso-
nate with the Black experience? It was with
this idea in mind that Dr. Banks launched Uni-
versal Ministries, Inc., with the mission of mak-
ing the Bible more relatable to Black Sunday
School students.

Beginning in his Chicago basement in 1970,
Dr. Banks steadily grew Universal Ministries,
Inc. to the point where it is today, with a cus-
tomer base of over 40,000 for the company’s
Christian education resources. Thanks to the
work of Universal Ministries, Inc., hundreds of
thousands of Black Christians can see them-
selves and their experiences reflected in the
texts of their faith. So titanic are the accom-
plishments of Universal Ministries, Inc., that
the Evangelical Christian Publishers Associa-
tion awarded Dr. Banks with their inaugural
Kenneth N. Taylor Lifetime Achievement
Award in 2017.

Madam Speaker, Dr. Banks passed away
on February 13, 2021. His life’s work con-
tinues through Universal Ministries, Inc., and
the thousands of students who will benefit
from the curriculums he assembled. He is sur-
vived by his wife Olive and three children,
Melvin Jr., Patrice Lee, and Reginald. My
deepest thoughts and prayers go out to Dr.
Banks’s friends, family, and all those who had
the privilege to benefit, spiritually and emotion-
ally, from his life’s mission.

HONORING DELTA SIGMA THETA
SORORITY INC. KAPPA CHAPTER

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to honor Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
Inc., Kappa Chapter on their Centennial anni-
versary.

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. was found-
ed in 1913 by 22 collegiate women at Howard
University and is now an international sister-
hood of over 350,000 predominantly Black,
college educated women who are dedicated to
providing public service through education,
community outreach, and development in their
communities across the globe.

On February 21, 1921, Kappa Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. was charted.
It became the first Black Greek-letter organiza-
tion west of the Rocky Mountains. 100 years
ago, during a time when universities across
the country refused to admit Black students,
seven dedicated and dauntless women from
UC Berkeley, San Francisco State, and San
Jose State came together to charter Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Kappa Chapter.
Vivian Osborne Marsh, Gladys Brown, Creola
Cook, Elizabeth Gordon, Louise Thompson
Patterson, Onilda Taylor, and Myrtle Price.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

They remained a “city-wide” chapter until
the 1960’s.

The chapter's first President, Vivian
Osborne Marsh, went on to become Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority Inc.’s 7th National Presi-
dent. Throughout her life she worked to pro-
mote literacy and provide opportunities for un-
derprivileged teenagers and children. In honor
of her service and their Centennial Kappa
Chapter has created the “Vivian Osborne
Marsh, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc., Kappa
Chapter Endowed Scholarship Fund.” This is
the first endowed scholarship created by any
Greek Letter Organization at UC Berkeley.
The $100,000 fund will generate scholarships
for Black students at UC Berkeley for years to
come.

Over the last 100 years Kappa Chapter and
its members have continued a legacy of serv-
ice to the Black community and to those in
need. Current members have made excep-
tional efforts to promote health for women of
color, social justice, professionalism, and the
empowerment of Black women on campus in
the greater community. Kappa Chapter has
gone above and beyond to engage and inform
the community by hosting programs that dis-
cuss important topics likes COVID-19, Holistic
Health, Black love, relationships, womanhood,
empowerment, de-stigmatizing HIV/AIDS in
the Black Community, and social justice.

Today we celebrate 100 years of commit-
ment to change. From the legacy of Kappa
Chapter's charter members to its current
membership and newest initiates Karsyn
Terry, Christine Harris, Symone Gilliam, and
Robynne Oliver the legacy continues to grow.

On behalf of California’s 13th Congressional
District, | want to extend my sincere congratu-
lations on this important milestone of 100
years. | thank Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc., Kappa Chapter for their commitment to
sisterhood, scholarship, and service. Their his-
tory of empowering black women will forever
be important to Black history and | look for-
ward to witnessing the accomplishments that
will define your next 100 years.

———

BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT TO THE

SACRAMENTO-SAN JOAQUIN
DELTA NATIONAL HERITAGE
AREA

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today |
introduce legislation to adjust the Congres-
sional designated boundary of the Sac-
ramento-San Joaquin Delta National Heritage
Area.

In March 2019, Congress enacted into law
(Public Law 116-9) my legislation with U.S.
Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN designating Califor-
nia’s first national heritage area. The Delta is
a crown jewel of our state and an iconic work-
ing landscape, which my family has been for-
tunate to call home for over 40 years. It is the
most productive watershed in the western
United States and among the most eco-
logically important in the Western Hemisphere.
Together, we must safeguard the Delta and
the historic communities that make it such a
special place.

The legislation | introduce today, at the re-
quest of the City of Rio Vista, would expand
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the National Heritage Area’s boundary to in-
clude approximately 62 acres of adjacent pub-
licly owned land encompassing: the decom-
missioned United States Army Reserve Center
(City of Rio Vista), U.S. Coast Guard Station
Rio Vista, Beach Drive Wastewater Treatment
Plant (City of Rio Vista), and Sandy Beach
County Park (Solano County).

Two of these parcels—the decommissioned
United States Army Reserve Center and
Beach Drive Wastewater Treatment Plant—
are owned by the City of Rio Vista but tech-
nically outside the city limits. As such, it ap-
pears that these parcels were omitted inad-
vertently when the National Park Service pre-
pared the legislative map for the then-pro-
posed Delta National Heritage Area in 2010.

| hope that Congress will enact my bound-
ary adjustment before California’s Delta Pro-
tection Commission completes the manage-
ment plan for the National Heritage Area.

——

RECOGNIZING SATIA AUSTIN AS
CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH

HON. MIKE LEVIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. LEVIN of California. Madam Speaker, it
is my honor to recognize North San Diego
County NAACP President Satia Austin, as my
Constituent of the Month for February. Every
February, we celebrate Black History Month,
and this year, | am honored to highlight Satia
as an incredible member of my community.

From an early age, Satia’s parents stressed
the importance of education, personal respon-
sibility, and achievement. These values be-
came her guiding principles as she pursued
her passion through a career in youth advo-
cacy and activism. As the current President of
the North San Diego County NAACP, the
State Advisor for the Youth and College Divi-
sion for California and Hawaii, and the Adult
Representative for Region | of the National
NAACP Youth Works Committee, Satia uses
her resources and platform to help guide
young adults into the professional world. In-
stilling each of the same core values she was
raised on, Satia’s dedication to the betterment
of local youth ensures African Americans and
other people of color in the District aren’t con-
fined to their circumstances and can achieve
success in their adult lives.

This past year, we experienced a nation-
wide awakening to systemic racism in Amer-
ica. We have much more work to do to con-
front inequality in our country, but I'm thankful
for residents like Satia who are passionate
about helping underserved youth succeed. As
we continue to come together to address ra-
cial injustice, leaders like Satia bring me hope
and inspiration. | am honored to recognize her
as my Constituent of the Month.

RECOGNIZING THE 98TH BIRTHDAY
OF PAUL WOODS

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the incredible life
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and service of Paul Woods who celebrated his
98th birthday on February 20, 2021. Along
with defying the average lifespan and despite
segregation, Paul Woods fought for our de-
mocracy in the Pacific Theater of World War
Il. As we celebrate Black History Month, |
think there’s no better example of American
courage than Buffalo’s own Paul Woods.

Paul Woods was born in Alabama on Feb-
ruary 20, 1923 in an era of racial oppression
and segregation. When his father died, he and
siblings were split at the gravesite among rel-
atives. Paul Woods promised that he would
raise his brother Sherman, and for the rest of
his life “Daddy” has been taking care of peo-
ple.

Paul Woods joined the segregated U.S.
Army in 1941 when he was just 17 years old.
He often says that “A bullet knows no race,
rank, or status. We were all brothers on the
battlefield.” The bravery of Black units over-
seas belied their second-class status at home
and helped lead to the abolition of racial seg-
regation in the military in 1948 as well as the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

In 2012, Paul and 30 other World War Il
vets were flown to the World War Il Memorial
in Washington, D.C. Five years later, Wish of
a Lifetime sponsored a trip to Australia where
he visited the exact location of his service dur-
ing World War Il and was thanked by the U.S.
Consul General. Today he is the World War I
Coordinator for the Jesse Clipper American
Legion Post 430.

After helping to protect the Philippines, Paul
Woods moved to the Buffalo region where he
worked 16-hour days at Bethlehem Steel to
feed his growing family. From Alabama to
Australia, teenage recruit to war hero, and
segregated soldier to seeing the first Black
president, Paul Woods’ life has spanned con-
tinents, a world war, and the fight for racial
equality. The father of 15 turned 98 on Feb-
ruary 20, 2021 having seen multiple children
and grandchildren serve in the same military
his bravery helped to desegregate.

Madam Speaker, | am thankful for the
chance to honor Paul Woods, a longtime
Western New York resident who helped free
the Philippines despite enduring injustice at
home. A proud member of Prince of Peace
Church of God in Christ in Buffalo and hus-
band to the late Mary T. Woods, Paul Woods’
6’ 4” stature is dwarfed only by his impact on
his family, community, and country.

——

IN RECOGNITION OF PHIL WEBB
AND THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
WEBB CONCRETE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| ask for the House’s attention to recognize
Phil Webb and the 75th anniversary of Webb
Concrete.

In 1946, Garth Webb started Farmers Sup-
ply Company in Heflin, Alabama. It began as
a seed, fertilizer and hardware business and
later a ready-mix concrete, sand and gravel
company. In 1980, Phil bought the company
from his father, Bobby. Since then, Phil has
grown the company and added a flooring divi-
sion in 2006. Today, the company offers mate-
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rials to complete a project from the foundation
to completion.

Webb Concrete serves East Central Ala-
bama in six locations and has showrooms to
give customers a first-hand look at everything
Webb Concrete offers.

In addition to growing his family company,
Phil is best known for his service to his com-
munity. He is involved on the board of direc-
tors for many organizations including Alabama
Power, Greater Birmingham Association of
Home Builders, also, serving as its Govern-
mental Affairs Advocacy Vice-Chair, Calhoun
County Home Builders Association, University
of Alabama President's Cabinet and Capital
Campaign Cabinet, JSU Foundation, JSU
School of Business & Industry, Calhoun Coun-
ty Economic Development Council, NobleBank
& Trust, The Donoho School, The Right Place
and McClellan Development Authority, where
he also serves as Chairman.

He is both a board member and past chair-
man of the Calhoun County Chamber of Com-
merce, YMCA of Calhoun County and Knox as
well as a member of the Calhoun County
Quarterback Club and Anniston Rotary Club.
He previously served on the Habitat for Hu-
manity board and has donated materials for a
new Habitat home.

Phil serves as Finance Chairman for the
Alabama Republican Party and a board mem-
ber and past Chairman of the Board for the
Greater Alabama Council Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica. He also serves on the board of directors
for the Business Council of Alabama and
ProgressPAC, the Alabama Workforce Council
and Nick’s Kids Foundation. He is currently a
member of Leadership Alabama and on the
Selection Committee for the Alabama Sports
Hall of Fame.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Phil for his service to the people of Ala-
bama and join me in recognizing the 75th an-
niversary of Webb Concrete.

———

TRIBUTE TO BEN MONTGOMERY
‘A GOOD MAN”

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, | rise to pay tribute to a good man.
Mr. Benny M. Montgomery. Benny was born
and raised on the Westside of Chicago, grad-
uated from Farragut High School with honors
and attended Roosevelt University where he
received a bachelor’'s degree in Public Admin-
istration. Benny was always interested in Pub-
lic Affairs and started work with Congress-
woman Cardiss Collins where he remained for
16 years until she retired. In 1997, Benny
began work for and with Congressman DANNY
K. DAvIS when he became a legend among
social activists, health activist, and especially
HIV-AIDS activists. Benny was as solid as a
rock, had a very creative mind and used his
talents to the utmost. He was a key organizer
of the Westside Aids Task Force, worked with
other HIV groups such as Howard Brown, the
Ruth Rothstein Core Center, did training and
Sunday afternoon forums at churches. Ben
became the voice and face, the black leader
of the fight against AIDS and HIV in the 7th
District and citywide. Benny Montgomery,
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Mark Loveless, and Michael O’Conner be-
came known as the 3 musketeers in the fight
against AIDS. Ben came up with the Red Rib-
bon Lottery Ticket as a way of raising money
for HIV-AIDS awareness organizations whose
budgets were 100,000 dollars or less. The first
year it generated 1.4 million and the second
year 2.4 million. Ben helped create and led
the 7th CD Task Force on Fathers and Fami-
lies. Today it is a full fledged 501 C3 Tax Ex-
empt Organization under the leadership of
Rev. Walter Jones. After 31 years of working
for the U.S. House of Representatives, Ben
retired at the age of 48, but kept working until
the Lord ordered his steps to cease on De-
cember 13, 2020 at the age of 58, may he
rest in peace.

The Bible says that the steps of a good man
are ordered by the Lord.

————

IN HONOR OF BILLIE HOLIDAY’S
LIFE AND LEGACY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Ms. JOHNSON of Texas. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the extraordinary
achievements in the life of Billie Holiday—a
gifted vocalist, a dedicated activist, and a cul-
tural icon.

Billie Holiday’s story is one of perseverance
and resiliency. Born into modest means and
harsh circumstances, she suffered through a
dark and difficult childhood in the face of pov-
erty, parental absence, and trauma. But it was
music—specifically, that of Louis Armstrong
and Bessie Smith—that reignited her dimming
spark. Through song, she found the uncanny
ability to express her pain through her true
voice. And what a voice it was.

Amid heightened racial tensions in the
1930s, Billie Holiday introduced a new genre
of protest—melody. In her hit rendition of
“Strange Fruit,” she posed an unapologetic
and uncensored challenge to the injustice of
lynching of black Americans at one of the
darkest moments of history in our nation. Bur-
dened by the weight of the song’s message
and facing public backlash, she continued to
perform and record it to reach a greater audi-
ence. Despite the vitriolic backlash, Strange
Fruit quickly became the unofficial anthem of
the anti-lynching movement and was an early
mantra towards the success of the larger civil
rights movement.

Madam Speaker, until her passing at only
44 years old, Billie Holiday had already estab-
lished a legacy that would survive for genera-
tions to come. As she fortuitously predicted,
her lyrics remain a main stay in modern pop
culture. May we be confident in her everlasting
influence, because “life dies but forever there
will be music.”

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF
JUANITA VARNADO PIERCE

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| ask for the House’s attention to recognize
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the life of Juanita Varnado Pierce. She passed
on February 7, 2021 at the age 83.

Juanita (affectionately called Neat) was born
to the late Howard and Maggie Lee Varnado
and grew up in McComb, Mississippi. Her
early education was at Pike County High
School in McComb. She graduated high
school at 15 and attended Henderson Busi-
ness College in Memphis, Tennessee. She
graduated from Tuskegee Institute, now
Tuskegee University, in 1974 with a B.S. in
Early Childhood Education and from Auburn
University with a Master’s in Early Childhood
Education in 1975.

She started teaching 2nd grade at Dean
Road Elementary School in Auburn, Alabama,
in August of 1975 and taught 2nd grade for 17
years. After completing her Administration
Certification from the University of Alabama,
she was hired as the Assistant Principal at
Dean Road Elementary in the Fall of 1992 and
became Principal in Fall of 1996. She retired
in the Fall of 1998. As a retired educator, she
volunteered throughout Tuskegee in the local
school system reading to young children. To
ensure all children had access to books, she
founded the Bookmobile which was a remade
bread truck she purchased and drove it
throughout Macon County giving free books to
children. Continuing in her passion of edu-
cating and reading, Juanita established the
S.M.A.R.T. (Science, Math, Art, Reading and
Technology) Camp in 2005. Funded by grants
and donations, this free two-week camp was
started at Washington Chapel A.M.E. Church
with approximately 40 students and today is
held at George Washington Carver Elemen-
tary School due to the large size of partici-
pants.

Juanita was a devoted member of Wash-
ington Chapel A.M.E. Church. After joining in
1960, she started teaching the pre-school
Sunday School class and remained the teach-
er for nearly 50 years. She served in the Ca-
thedral and Gospel Choirs, the Stewardess
Board and Steward Board.

She was preceded in death by her husband
of 44 years, Booker T. Pierce, Sr.; her sisters
Patricia Varnado and Artis Varnado; and a
brother, Charles Varnado. Remaining to con-
tinue her legacy are her three children, Booker
T. Pierce, Jr. (Nashville, TN); Vincent B.
Pierce (St. Louis, MO) and Lisa (Bernard) P.
Grant (Alexandria, VA); two grandchildren,
Nicholas Bernard Grant (Newport News, VA)
and Dominque Pierce (Pompano Beach, FL);
her sister Lottie (Harrison) Varnado-Williams
(Diamondhead, MS) and one brother Howard
Varnado, Jr. (Milpitas, CA); two brothers-in-
law, Fletcher (Sylvia) Pierce (McCormick, SC)
and James Pierce (Montgomery, AL), two sis-
ters-in-law, Cebell Miller (Griffin, GA) and Rox-
anne Pierce (Bessemer, AL); and a host of
devoted cousins, nieces, nephews and friends.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Juanita’s memory. She was a humble
servant who gave willingly and unconditionally
to everyone she encountered. She will be
missed by her family, friends and the
Tuskegee Community.
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TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARY ELLA
HARRIS

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, | include in the RECORD the following
Proclamation.

Whereas, the Almighty God has called to
her eternal rest Mrs. Mary Ella Harris, a pio-
neer civic, community, social, religious and po-
litical activist in the North Lawndale Commu-
nity of Chicago and its environs; and

Whereas, Mary Harris and her family were
some of the very first blacks to move into and
reside in what was then an all white commu-
nity; and

Whereas, as the community changed and
as Blacks poured in, many from the rural
south, Mary’s leadership shined like the bright
light that she was; and

Whereas, Mary was not necessarily the
loudest and most militant sounding person in
the meetings she was always there and when
she spoke, people listened and took action
based upon what she said. For many years
Carey Tercentenary AME Church was blessed
to have four of its members known as leading
activist and leaders in the Lawndale Commu-
nity: Mrs. Nola Bright, Mrs. Jacqueline Ford,
Mr. Theodis Leonard and Mrs. Mary Ella Har-
ris.

Now, therefore be it Resolved that we cher-
ish the life, work, contributions and legacy of
Mrs. Mary Ella Harris and extend condolences
to her family and friends, son, Reverend Wal-
ter Harris, daughters, Ms. Jeanetta Lee, Ms.
Pamela Ella and son, James Leo Jr., grand-
children, great grandchildren and other rel-
atives.

She served us well and now may she rest
in peace.

———

MESSAGE OF CONGRATULATIONS
FOR THESPIAN TROUPE 3991 AT
NEW JERSEY’S HIGHTSTOWN
HIGH SCHOOL

HON. BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Madam Speak-
er, | am delighted to send my sincere con-
gratulations and heartfelt thanks to the mem-
bers of Thespian Troupe 3991 at Hightstown
High School for their incredible efforts in col-
lecting 84 pounds of food for Rise Food Pan-
try as part of New Jersey Trick or Treat So
Kids Can Eat. The dedication that they have
shown to this program—from re-creating a na-
tional initiative at the state level so they can
continue fighting childhood hunger, to achiev-
ing such tremendous feats in their 2020 food
drive—is a true testament to the character and
focus of their members.

Whether this drive is their last, their first,
one of many, or the only one that they will
participate in, | hope that they can feel the im-
pact that they have had on the community
they live in, and that they remember that they
are always capable of such impact. | applaud
them on this achievement, and | look forward
to all that they will accomplish in their futures.
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Again, Congratulations.

IN RECOGNITION OF RUDENE
McCOY’S 92ND BIRTHDAY

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker,
| ask for the House’s attention to recognize
Mrs. Rudene McCoy. Mrs. McCoy turned 92
on December 21, 2020.

Rudene was born in Chambers County, the
daughter of L. L. and Ruby Aaron. She was
raised in Lanett and is a graduate of Lanett
High School. Rudene earned her B.S. degree
in nursing from the University of Georgia.

Rudene had a tremendous career as a reg-
istered nurse in the area of cardiology. She
was mentored by renowned cardiologist, Dr.
Robert Copeland, and served as his chief car-
diac nurse for over 30 years. Based on her
outstanding patient care, she was named
Chambers County Nurse of the Year and re-
ceived numerous accolades from the Georgia
Heart Clinic.

In addition to her profession, Rudene was
devout in her support of her family, church
and the City of Lanett. She is a life-long mem-
ber of the United Methodist Church of Lanett
where she taught Sunday School, served on
Administrative Board and was named Woman
of the Year. Rudene also co-chaired the Cen-
tennial Committee that planned and prepared
Lanett's 100-year celebration in 1995.

Rudene has been known as First Lady and
First Mother of the City of Lanett. Her hus-
band, Pete, was a longtime Councilman and
Mayor for the City. Her son Kyle is the current
Mayor of Lanett; her daughter Valerie is a reg-
istered nurse like Rudene; and her son Skip is
the County Attorney for Chambers County.

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Rudene for her service to the people of
Lanett and Chambers County and join me in
wishing her a very happy 92nd birthday.

CONGRATULATIONS TO DETECTIVE
TYRONE P. JACKSON ON HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE CHICAGO
POLICE DEPARTMENT (STAR
NUMBER 21175)

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2021

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Madam
Speaker, law enforcement can be one of the
toughest careers, one of the most rewarding
jobs and one of the areas from which one can
derive a very high level of satisfaction.

Such has been the experiences of Detective
Tyrone Jackson who grew up in Chicago,
went to Southern lllinois University at
Carbondale, returned home and joined the
Chicago Police Department, and is now ready
to enter a new phase of life.

During his 30-year tenure with the Chicago
Police Department, Detective Jackson worked
with several units, from Patrolman to Orga-
nized Crime, to the SAM Unit (Stop Alcohol to
Minors), Prostitution, and FBI Operations in
finding missing youth in Human Trafficking.
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In addition to his police work, Detective the Evergreen Park Alumni Chapter and a offi- Congratulations Detective Jackson on an
Jackson is actively involved in his community. ciate with the Apostolic Faith Church in Chi- outstanding career.

He has been an active member of Kappa cago. He still has much more service to perform,
Alpha Psi Fraternity since 1977, a member of and | am certain that he will do it well.
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